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BEDFORD HILLS-KATONAH PHASE II SEWER DISTRICT 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

QUESTIONS SPECIFIC TO PROPERTIES ON RAILROAD AVENUE 

1. What is a low-pressure sewer system? 

A low-pressure sewer system utilizes individual grinder pumps at each property to pump 
wastewater effluent to a small-diameter main in the road. The combined force of all of the 
individual pumps in the system provides the pressure required to pump the wastewater in the 
main to a higher location, in this case from Railroad Avenue up to Adams Street. 

2. What is the Sewer District responsible for installing? 

As part of the project, the Sewer District will install the sewer main in the road, the lateral from 
the main onto the property, a grinder pump, and electrical panel. This work on private property 
will require the property owner to grant an easement to the Town for construction and ongoing 
operation and maintenance. 

3. Who is responsible for ongoing operation and maintenance? 

The Sewer District is responsible for maintenance of the grinder pump and line from pump to 
main and costs for the maintenance are then charged to the Sewer District. The property owner 
is responsible for maintaining the pipe from building to the grinder pump and for electrical cost 
for operation of the pump. 

4. What happens in a power outage? 

During a power outage, if the building is not equipped with an emergency standby generator, 
the pump will not operate. However, public water will still be available. The grinder pump will be 
provided with backup power storage to provide 24-hours of operation. In the event of an 
extended power outage, the electrical panel will be equipped with generator receptacle to allow 
for connection of a portable generator. The Sewer District will have a number of portable 
generators available to provide for periodic pump down during extended power outages. 

5. Where will the grinder pump be located? 

The grinder pump will likely be located in the vicinity of the existing septic tank to facilitate the 
connection. The pump should be located in a non-paved or protected area, as it is not rated for 
vehicular traffic. Final location of the pump and piping on private property would be coordinated 
during detailed design. 

6. What is the typical annual cost for the sewer system? 

Actual cost varies based on property assessed value and water usage. The average yearly cost 
for the Railroad Avenue properties is estimated at $402 per year. 

7. How much will I pay for the hookup? 

The grinder pump will be installed on the property in the vicinity of the existing septic tank, the 
cost of which will be borne by the overall funding of the project. The property owner is then 
responsible for a one-time cost of connecting the pump to the plumbing of the house and 
decommissioning the septic system. This cost is estimated to be approximately $5000. The 
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actual cost will vary based on several factors, including existing plumbing configuration and the 
elevation of your property compared to the road. If you would like to discuss the factors that may 
come into your specific connection costs, feel free to reach out to Kevin Winn, Commissioner of 
Public Works 241-2458. It is anticipated that you will not incur costs until 2023. 

8. Do I have to join the Sewer District? 

If the majority of property owners in the district vote in favor of the sewer district in the Special 
Election planned for the fall, then yes, you will be required to hook up to the sewer. 

9. What if I refuse to allow the Contractor to dig up my property? 

Property owners will be asked to sign a right of way easement to allow the construction company 
to access their property to construct the sewer lines up to five feet within the hook up location. 
If property owners do not choose to sign this agreement, they will be responsible for full cost 
from the property line to building to connect to the Sewer District. 

10. How do I decommission my old septic system or cesspool? 

New York State and Westchester County Departments of Health have specific guidelines for 
decommissioning existing septic systems. Those guidelines are posted on the Town website 
https://bedfordny.gov/departments/planning/sewer-plan/. Local excavation contractors can 
perform this work. 


