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BEDFORD HILLS-KATONAH PHASE II SEWER DISTRICT 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

QUESTIONS SPECIFIC TO PROPERTIES IN KATONAH 

1. Why is Katonah not already sewered? 

The Town of Bedford considered installing a sewer system for the Town for the first time a 
century ago! Over the decades, plans to sewer Katonah have been defeated because of cost 
and concern about overdevelopment. Sewering today is possible because of government 
funding, zoning laws, and capacity limitations which preclude overdevelopment. 

2. Why was this neighborhood in Katonah selected? 

This Katonah neighborhood adjoins the Phase I sewer mains. Also the neighborhood was 
identified because it is upstream from and in close proximity to the NYC Muscoot Reservoir, a 
New York City water supply reservoir (see aerial photo). The neighborhood includes small 
properties with many cesspools and frequently failing septic systems without room for septic 
expansion. 

3. How much will I pay for the hookup? 

The sewer line will be brought to within five feet of your house, the cost of which will be borne 
by the overall funding of the project. The property owner is then responsible for a one-time cost 
of connecting the sewer line to the plumbing of the house and decommissioning the septic 
system. This cost is estimated to be approximately $5000 per property. The actual cost will vary 
based on several factors, including the existing plumbing configuration and the elevation of your 
property compared to the road. If you would like to discuss the factors that may impact your 
specific connection costs, feel free to reach out to Kevin Winn, Commissioner of Public Works 
241-2458. It is anticipated that you will not incur costs until 2023. (Please note that with most 
sewer installations the property owner is responsible for the cost of bringing the sewer line from 
the street at a cost of approximately $15,000.) 

4. Do I have to join the Sewer District? 

If the majority of property owners in the district vote in favor of the sewer district in the Special 
Election planned for the fall, then yes, you will be required to hook up to the sewer. 

5. What if I refuse to allow the Contractor to dig up my property? 

Property owners will be asked to sign a right of way easement to allow the construction company 
to access their property to construct the sewer lines up to five feet within the hook up location. 
If property owners do not choose to sign this agreement, they will be responsible for full cost of 
installing the connection from the property line to connect to the Sewer District. 

6. How do I decommission my old septic system or cesspool? 

New York State and Westchester County Departments of Health have specific guidelines for 
decommissioning existing septic systems. Those guidelines are posted on the Town website 
https://bedfordny.gov/departments/planning/sewer-plan/. Local excavation contractors can 
perform this work. 
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7. Who pays for repairs to the sewer system? 

The Sewer District will operate and maintain the sewer main in the street as well as the portion 
of the lateral on private property that was installed by the Sewer District (up to 5-feet from the 
edge of the building or existing septic tank), including any repairs needed to those pipes. The 
costs for this maintenance are then charged to the Sewer District.  Property owners will be 
responsible for operation and maintenance of the portion of lateral installed privately. 


