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BEDFORD HILLS-KATONAH PHASE II SEWER DISTRICT 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

GENERAL PROJECT QUESTIONS 

1. What is a sewer system? 

A sewer system is a system of sewage collection mains, laterals, pumping stations and related 
items that carry and deliver wastewater from buildings to a local wastewater treatment plant. 
Once properties are connected to a sewer system, property owners are required to 
decommission their septic systems or cesspools located on their property. 

2. What are the benefits of sewer service? 

Sewers provide a safer and cleaner environment for you and your neighbors, as well as for the 
drinking water supply. Often property values increase when a reliable sewer system is in place. 
In addition, the current risk of septic system failure and large repair/replacement expense is 
eliminated. 

3. What is Phase I of the sewer project in Bedford? 

The Town of Bedford will be acquiring the wastewater treatment plant in Bedford Hills from the 
Department of Corrections and Community Supervision. Currently, the Town is installing sewer 
mains that will bring wastewater to the plant from the Katonah and Bedford Hills business 
districts, as well as from Katonah Elementary School, St. Mary’s School and Rectory in Katonah, 
Bedford Park Apartments in Bedford Hills, and some municipal properties. Phase I is scheduled 
to be completed mid-2021. 

4. Why is there a Phase II of the Sewer Project? 

The Town has received funding commitments that will allow it to expand sewer service to 
portions of Bedford Hills and other areas in Katonah. This expansion involves increasing the 
capacity of the wastewater treatment plant to bring sewers to additional properties. 

5. What is the area of Phase II? 

Phase II proposes a new sewer district for the purpose of installing of sewer lines to serve the 
Bedford Lake apartments and Lakeside at Bedford condominiums in Bedford Hills (where a 
wastewater treatment plant will be decommissioned), ten properties on Railroad Avenue in 
Bedford Hills, and eighty-nine residential properties in Katonah, as shown on the attached map. 
The new sewer lines would be connected to the Phase I sewer system. 

6. How will Phase II be funded? 

Over 98% of the costs of the project are provide by non-Town sources, including New York City 
and the Westchester County East of Hudson Water Quality Improvement Program. The 
remaining funds, $175,000, would be borrowed by the Town and will be repaid only by property 
owners within the Phase II sewer district. Adequate funds will exist to complete the project, 
including a reasonable contingency. To obtain this level of outside funding is a unique 
opportunity for the Katonah residential section at this time. 
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7. Will my taxes go up due to getting sewer service? 

The existence of a sewer system serving your property will not result in an increase in the 
assessed value of your property, but you will be required to pay annual sewer rents. 

8. Do property owners that will not receive sewer service pay for the project? 

No, only property owners served by the Phase II sewer district would pay for the project. 

9. What is the timeline for completion? 

There are a number of State, County, and Town approvals that must be granted before 
construction of the Phase II sewer district can begin. In addition, a vote by the property owners 
in the proposed district, including the 89 residential property owners in Katonah, will be required 
to move the project forward. The Town is working diligently to expedite the process so that the 
system will become operational as soon as possible. Currently, construction is estimated to 
begin in early 2022 and to be completed mid-2023. 

10. Who gets to vote in the Special Election? 

Only the property owners within the Phase II sewer district have voting authority. Refer to the 
Special Election – Proposed Bedford Hills-Katonah Phase II Sewer District – Rules of Voting for 
more specific information, including procedures and absentee ballots. 

11. Does being connected to a sewer system affect what I can do with my property? 

Uses that were previously limited because of a septic system may be permitted with a sewer 
system. However, all development is subject to current planning policies and zoning laws, which 
will not change as part of the project. 

12. How much will I pay annually for sewer service? 

The yearly cost varies based on property assessed value and water usage. Refer to the Map, 
Plan, and Report on the Town website for an estimate specifically for your property. Average 
ranges for the areas of Phase II are described below. 

13. When will I have to start paying for sewer service? 

The annual payment will begin when repayment on the bonded portion of the cost becomes due. 
The bond will likely be issued near the start of construction of the system, currently anticipated 
for early 2022. The full annual cost, including operation and maintenance, would not be 
assessed until connection to the system is made, currently anticipated for mid-2023. 

14. What is the benefit to me as a property owner in the Sewer District? 

Properties with septic systems for wastewater disposal are required to maintain those systems 
in good working order. As these systems age, costs for repairs or replacement can become 
significant and may be limited by existing site conditions. 

15. How will being part of a sewer system affect the value of my property? 

Typically properties connected to public sewers see higher values than properties with septic 
systems. This value would be realized with the sale of the property. Note that there is no 
automatic reassessment of property values for properties connected to the sewer. 

16. I am not in the sewer district identified for Phase II, but I live nearby. May I hook up? 

The Town Board may consider the possibility of connecting residents outside the Phase II sewer 
district who have cesspools or failing septic systems. The terms applying to out-of-district 
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property owners may differ from those applying to in-district property owners. The sewer plant 
capacity will also be a limiting factor in who can connect to the sewer district. 

17. Will the sewers bring large scale development to our Town? 

No. The regulations imposed by the New York City Department of Environmental Protection 
severely limit the capacity of the sewer plant. Additionally only a small increment above the 
estimated effluent flow from the Phase II properties is permitted. The Town’s zoning laws and 
planning policies are also designed to protect the character of our town and will still be in effect 
following installation of the sewers for Phase I and Phase II. 

18. What is being done to limit environmental impacts from the project, such as dust and 
runoff? 

Construction must comply with a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) approved by 
New York City Department of Environmental Protection (NYCDEP). The plan requires the 
installation of filters at catch basins and silt fences as needed to limit sediment transport during 
rain events. The contractor will also provide dust control through sweeping and spray water 
operations. 

19. Where can I learn more about the project? 

Information is posted on the Town’s website at www.bedfordny.gov (go to Departments–
>Planning–>“Proposed Bedford Hills-Katonah Business Sewer District.”). If you have questions 
you may contact Supervisor Chris Burdick at supervisor@bedfordny.gov or 666-6530 or the 
Town’s Commissioner of Public Works, Kevin Winn at kwinn@bedfordny.gov or 241-2458. 

 


