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March 18, 2020March 18, 2020

New York State cases = 2,385 (yesterday it was 1,274);New York State cases = 2,385 (yesterday it was 1,274);
Westchester County is 538 (yesterday it was 380). One officiallyWestchester County is 538 (yesterday it was 380). One officially
confirmed case in Bedford, but this data is two to three daysconfirmed case in Bedford, but this data is two to three days
behind. We expect that the numbers will increase substantially. behind. We expect that the numbers will increase substantially. 

  
Please observe the Governor’s Emergency Orders (NYPlease observe the Governor’s Emergency Orders (NY
businesses keep at least 50% of employees working from home;businesses keep at least 50% of employees working from home;
closure of restaurants, bars, cinemas, gyms, casinos and otherclosure of restaurants, bars, cinemas, gyms, casinos and other
establishments; 50 person limit on events/gatherings)establishments; 50 person limit on events/gatherings)

Please observe social distancing and measures to protectPlease observe social distancing and measures to protect
yourselfyourself

No further Town Supervisor Emergency Orders – note thatNo further Town Supervisor Emergency Orders – note that
Governor’s Order preempts the County and the Town to closeGovernor’s Order preempts the County and the Town to close
anything other municipal properties/facilitiesanything other municipal properties/facilities

Please work and stay at home if you canPlease work and stay at home if you can

“We’re on the front end of a bell curve”, County Executive“We’re on the front end of a bell curve”, County Executive
George LatimerGeorge Latimer

My colleagues on the Town Board and I are proud of how our
community is working together and helping one another throughout
this crisis. We all have a responsibility to one another, and social
distancing will be key to flattening the curve of this virus. I am
confident we will continue to rise to meet the challenges together.

Last night’s Town Board meeting was held by means of
videoconferencing (Zoom). Our videographer was physically present
at the control room off the Courtroom. I was present as well with my
Town Board colleagues, staff and counsel participating via
videoconference.

Action other than pertaining to emergency response to COVID-19 will
be covered in my weekly newsletter. In the short time since the
outbreak of the virus, we have taken extraordinary steps in an attempt

mailto:supervisor@bedfordny.gov


to maintain the operations of government including Town Board
meetings and those of permitting boards where it is essential that
action be taken (other meetings have been cancelled though we are
developing a means of holding them). 

County Executive George Latimer also came by and we had him
participate by videoconference on a laptop in a nearby office. He
covered a wide range of topics of keen concern:

State of Emergency and Emergency Orders (EO)State of Emergency and Emergency Orders (EO)  The County
Executive explained that the Governor’s emergency orders in
large measure preempt the County and local governments from
issuing emergency orders regarding the same matters, including
closure of any businesses other than those which the Governor
closed under EO (e.g., restaurants, bars, gyms); and curfews.  

Mobil Testing Units/Hospital BedsMobil Testing Units/Hospital Beds  The County is working with
NYS to identify sites to house mobile units to test individuals for
presence of the virus.  The tests will be very quick so that many
can be handled in a short time.  NYS will make the decisions and
announcements of sites. Given the anticipated shortage of
hospital beds, the County also will be working with NYS to
identify sites for additional beds. 

Disclosure of Individuals Tested PositiveDisclosure of Individuals Tested Positive  HIPPA and other
patient privacy rules strictly limit the disclosure of the identity of
individuals tested positive.  The County requires that the chief
elected official and Police Chief sign a non-disclosure agreement
to the effect that the municipality may not disclose the identity of
such individuals following the County providing such identities to
the municipality except to prevent or lessen “a serious and
imminent threat to the health or safety of the Municipality’s
residents.”  

We have been advised that one resident of Bedford has tested
positive. In order to safeguard EMS personnel, the County’s system
for dispatching EMS (known as 60 Control) will identify whether a call
is to an individual who has tested positive so the EMS responder can
take special protective measures.

County Assistance to MunicipalitiesCounty Assistance to Municipalities  The County is tasked with
getting personal protective equipment (PPE) and distributing
them.  The County has arranged for municipalities to submit
requests for certain PPE and sanitizers. 

Severe Financial Impact on Budgets  CE Latimer observed that
we are in economic free fall and we’re at the front end of the bell
curve.  The County’s budget is blown.  It is not possible at this
point to assess the impact. 

 
Town Board COVID-19 Response Actions at Last Night’s MeetingTown Board COVID-19 Response Actions at Last Night’s Meeting



The Board approved a The Board approved a Departmental Emergency PlanDepartmental Emergency Plan
Coronavirus Response and Preparedness. I had instructed two
weeks ago to develop the plan which establishes emergency
responses and protocols, identifies essential functions, policies
and practices, employees working at home and other emergency
responses.

The Board approved an Appropriation of $50,000The Board approved an Appropriation of $50,000 The purpose of
the fund is to enable the application of funds for COVID-19
related emergency purposes such as supplies, IT expenses
related to employees working from home and other extraordinary
expenses.  Comptroller Zambrano's memorandumComptroller Zambrano's memorandum

Impact on 2020 Town BudgetImpact on 2020 Town Budget

Since Sunday morning, I have been holding conference calls with my
department heads and the Justice Court.  

With regard to this morning’s call, I directed my staff as follows:With regard to this morning’s call, I directed my staff as follows:
“As George Latimer mentioned to the Town Board at last night’s
meeting, the 2020 County Budget is busted. So is the Town’s."

Please meet (via Zoom videoconference) with Abe Zambrano and
your Town Board liaison to review each item in your 2020 budget to
identify those items which are essential and those which are less
important. Please rank them 1 to 5 with 1 being of highest
importance.  

You also will need to review revenues with Abe – such as building
permit fees.  Please do so within a week. This will lead to a further
meeting with each of you, Abe, your liaison and me to review these
items. Ultimately the Town Board will need to make decisions.”

Use of ParksUse of Parks

As I mentioned yesterday (see below), parks are open for foot traffic
(walking trails, paths, etc).  I am working with Recreation and Parks
Superintendent Chris Soi to open up on a limited and restricted basis
some park facilities (such as tennis courts and paddle courts) if it can
be effectuated safely.  

Given limited staff resources with 50% of staff to work from home (per
the Governor’s Emergency Order), this will only be available
weekdays on a reservation basis. 

Personal responsibility is essential to observe “social distancing”,
wiping down surfaces and so forth. That’s what I can tell you now, but
I don’t have all the details. We’re still formulating it, so details to
come. 

https://bedfordny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/TBF.EmergencyResponsePlan.Draft_.3.12.2020-002.pdf
https://bedfordny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Memo-Town-Board-Emergency-Fundinf-for-Coronavirus-.pdf


I’ll update as soon as we have a plan in place, with the objective of
having it in place on Monday.

March 17, 2020March 17, 2020

Recycling Center open on regular scheduleRecycling Center open on regular schedule
Town Offices are Closed (Tax Receiver available by appointmentTown Offices are Closed (Tax Receiver available by appointment
only)only)
Except for Essential Personnel for Essential Services, StaffExcept for Essential Personnel for Essential Services, Staff
Asked Not to Come Into the OfficesAsked Not to Come Into the Offices
Parks Closed except for entry by foot for use of trails andParks Closed except for entry by foot for use of trails and
grounds (no groups please and observe social distancing) grounds (no groups please and observe social distancing) 

 
As we battle COVID-19, we are forced to take actions that we find
alien in a democratic society.  When we would want to embrace our
loved ones and friends to provide comfort and support, we must keep
six feet between us.  Our daily lives have changed radically – changes
that are unprecedented and jarring. Driving through town, there is an
eerie slowdown of activity. Commuter lots nearly empty. Stores
shuttered.  
 
Emergency Orders restricting activity unthinkable four days ago now
may seem insufficient. We hear repeatedly we need to flatten the
curve so that make-shift hospital beds can be created, testing facilities
established – in general, so we have some chance to respond quickly
enough to the exponential increase in cases.  Six counties in
California have declared full lockdown.  Here in New York, at the
epicenter nationwide of confirmed cases of the virus, no such
lockdown has been ordered.  There’s understandable concern about
killing our businesses, about overreacting – though I don’t hear as
much that such actions are unnecessarily draconian.  Some actions
by decree may no longer be needed as they are occurring voluntarily,
such as yoga studios and shops closing their doors.   I am monitoring
State and County actions closely and will decide early tomorrow
morning whether further action is warranted.
 
I wish to thank the community not only for their understanding and
patience, but for their personal courage.   
  
1.  Quarantine and Isolation1.  Quarantine and Isolation
Many of you asked for more clarity on quarantine parameters.
Included in this email are links to the information released by New
York State Health Commissioner Dr. Zucker for testing
guidance: https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/ato
ms/files/Interim_Testing_Guidance_COVID-19.pdf and quarantine and
isolation guidance:

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Interim_Testing_Guidance_COVID-19.pdf#_blank


https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Int
erim_Containment_Guidance_COVID-19.pdf

2.  Posting Notice of Quarantine or Self-Imposed Isolation2.  Posting Notice of Quarantine or Self-Imposed Isolation  
Our emergency responders have requested that residents please
consider precautions during the COVID-19 outbreak: If you are
quarantined (mandatory or self-imposed) in your home due to possible
or confirmed COVID-19 exposure, please consider notifying your fireplease consider notifying your fire
department or KBHVAC, either confidentially or by placing thedepartment or KBHVAC, either confidentially or by placing the
attached noticeattached notice on your front door to alert our firefighters and EMTs to on your front door to alert our firefighters and EMTs to
take infection-prevention precautions before entering your home.take infection-prevention precautions before entering your home. We
need to protect our crews so that they will be able to continue to meet
the emergency needs of the community. There has been an entire fire
company quarantined down county after they responded to a
quarantined home and were not alerted before entering: that's 5
firefighters unavailable to help anyone else for 14 days!

3. Hoarding3. Hoarding  
I am compelled to reiterate that you take from the shelves what you
need and leave the rest. I am consulting with the Governor’s office on
what action might be taken regarding limitation of quantities of basic
necessities. Also please consider home delivery of your groceries.  If
you are witnessing price gouging on items like cleaning supplies, toilet
paper or soap, please encourage them to call the New York State
Department of Consumer Protection. They have launched a toll-free
hotline 1-800-697-1220 and will investigate reports of unfair price
increases amid the novel coronavirus outbreak.
 
PreventionPrevention  Please continue to take “everyday” preventive measures
of avoiding exposure to other illnesses.  
 

Avoid close contact with people who are sick
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth
Stay home when you are sick
Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue
in the trash
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces
using a regular household cleaning spray or wipe
Follow CDC’s recommendations for using a facemask

o   CDC does not recommend that people who are well wear a
facemask to protect themselves from respiratory diseases, including
COVID-19.
o   Facemasks should be used by people who show symptoms of
COVID-19 to help prevent the spread of the disease to others. The
use of facemasks is also crucial for health workers and people who
are taking care of someone in close settings (at home or in a health
care facility).

Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Interim_Containment_Guidance_COVID-19.pdf#_blank
https://bedfordny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/WARNING.jpg
https://bedfordny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/WARNING.jpg
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/hcp/infection-control.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-home-care.html


seconds, especially after going to the bathroom; before eating;
and after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.

o   If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based
hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol. Always wash hands with
soap and water if hands are visibly dirty.
 
For information about handwashing, see CDC’s Handwashing website

For information specific to healthcare, see CDC’s Hand Hygiene in
Healthcare Settings  These are everyday habits that can help prevent
the spread of several viruses.
 
Chris Burdick
Town Supervisor
supervisor@bedfordny.gov
914-666-6530

March 16, 2020March 16, 2020

Supervisor Update on COVID-19Supervisor Update on COVID-19

As you may know, I issued an emergency declaration last week and
an additional order yesterday.  We understand that two Bedford
residents have been tested positive, though I have not yet received
official notification from the Westchester County Department of
Health.  It is highly likely that more Bedford residents will test positive.

This is uncharted territory. Our obligation is to take action to protect
public health and safety, erring on the side of caution. We have taken
the following actions:
 

1. Closure of Town OfficesClosure of Town Offices  We have closed Town Offices to the
public, except by appointment with the Tax Receiver for cash
payments.  We encourage you to make payments by check or
money order (utilizing the drop box in front of 425 Cherry Street)
or online at www.bedfordny.gov (click on “Pay Taxes and Parking
Tickets”).  Only essential employees will be coming to work on a
staggered basis in observance of the Governor’s order regarding
staffing.  

2. Town ParksTown Parks  Due to the use of playground equipment, basketball
courts and other town park facilities in which groups gather and
have close physical contact, I have closed the hamlet parks
(Bedford Hills Memorial Park, Bedford Village Memorial Park and
Katonah Memorial Park) and Canine Commons to vehicular
traffic (except emergency vehicles).  You certainly may walk intoYou certainly may walk into
the parks, use the trails and grounds, but please no groups andthe parks, use the trails and grounds, but please no groups and

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/
https://www.cdc.gov/handhygiene/index.html
mailto:supervisor@bedfordny.gov
https://bedfordny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Emergency-Declaration-3-13-20.pdf
https://bedfordny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/DOCS-706881-v1-Reviised_3-15-20_Closure_of_Town_Offices.pdf
http://bedfordny.gov
http://bedfordny.gov


we ask that you please observe social distancing.we ask that you please observe social distancing. We are looking
into whether we can re-open the parks to vehicular traffic, but
only if we can do so without compromising the public safety. 

3. Cancellation of Programs, Events and MeetingsCancellation of Programs, Events and Meetings  We have
cancelled meetings of advisory committees and boards. We are
deciding on a case by case whether to cancel meetings of the
Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals and other permitting
boards. We will hold tomorrow’s meeting of the Town Board with
videoconferencing capability (see notice). 

 
I wish to share with you the following:I wish to share with you the following:
           
Quarantine and IsolationQuarantine and Isolation
Many of you asked for more clarity on quarantine parameters.
Included in this email are links to the information released by New
York State Health Commissioner Dr. Zucker for testing
guidance: https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/ato
ms/files/Interim_Testing_Guidance_COVID-19.pdf
and quarantine and isolation guidance:and quarantine and isolation guidance:
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Int
erim_Containment_Guidance_COVID-19.pdf
 
Price GougingPrice Gouging
If you are witnessing price gouging on items like cleaning supplies,
toilet paper or soap, please encourage them to call the New York
State Department of Consumer Protection.
They have launched a toll-free hotline 1-800-697-1220 and will
investigate reports of unfair price increases amid the novel
coronavirus outbreak.
 
TestingTesting  
I’ve been asked about the status of expansion of testing capabilities. I
asked Dr. Sherlita Amler, Westchester County Commissioner of
Health on a conference call today among other Town
supervisors.  She replied that the leading effort now is to provide
drive-through testing.  

For maximum safety, patients remain in their cars for the tests, which
are administered by a public health professional outfitted in protective
clothing. Each appointment would only take a few minutes.
 
PreventionPrevention  
Please continue to take “everyday” preventive measures of avoiding
exposure to other illnesses.  
 

Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.
Stay home when you are sick.

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Interim_Testing_Guidance_COVID-19.pdf#_blank
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Interim_Containment_Guidance_COVID-19.pdf#_blank


Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue
in the trash.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces
using a regular household cleaning spray or wipe.

Follow CDC’s recommendations for using a facemask.Follow CDC’s recommendations for using a facemask.
CDC does not recommend that people who are well wear a
facemask to protect themselves from respiratory diseases,
including COVID-19.

Facemasks should be used by people who show symptoms of
COVID-19 to help prevent the spread of the disease to others.

The use of facemasks is also crucial for health
workers and people who are taking care of someone in close
settings (at home or in a health care facility).

Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20
seconds, especially after going to the bathroom; before eating;
and after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.

If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based
hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol. Always wash hands with
soap and water if hands are visibly dirty.

 
For information about handwashing, see CDC’s Handwashing website
For information specific to healthcare, see CDC’s Hand Hygiene in
Healthcare Settings  

These are everyday habits that can help prevent the spread of several
viruses.
 
Chris Burdick
Town Supervisor
supervisor@bedfordny.gov
914-666-6530

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/hcp/infection-control.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-home-care.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/
https://www.cdc.gov/handhygiene/index.html
mailto:supervisor@bedfordny.gov

