
How do I know if I have 
wetlands on my property? 

Refer to the Town Wetlands Map,
which can be seen at the Town of 
Bedford Planning Department.

Who can I contact for more 
information about my wetlands? 

For more information contact the 
Bedford Wetlands Control Commission 
secretary: wetlands@bedfordny.gov  
425 Cherry Street, Bedford Hills, NY 
10507, (914) 666-5140 

To report a possible
wetlands violation: 

Call Town Code 
Enforcement: (914) 666-8040 

Photos: Beth Evans, Andrew Messinger, 
Anita Stockbridge.      

Bedford Wetlands 
A Community Resource 

What is a wetland?

Wetlands are characterized as lands or 
partially submerged lands, commonly known 
as swamps, sloughs, bogs, flats, river and 
stream banks, ponds, and vernal pools, 
which generally support wetland vegetation 
or wetland-dependent wildlife. 

Water is the driving force behind all 
wetlands. Because surface watercourses 
(streams and rivers), ponds and lakes are 
often associated with wetlands, or have 
wetlands bordering them, they are regulated 
along with wetlands. 

Wetlands are rich, diverse ecological systems 
containing many species of plant and animal 
life, as well as unique soil characteristics. 

Wetland vegetation depends on, or is 
tolerant of, permanent or seasonal flooding 
or water-logged (hydric) soils. In many cases 

Sometimes wetland plants indicate a 
wetland more than the presence of water. wetland vegetation has characteristics that 

reflect the wetland’s hydrology, such as 
shallow root systems or buttressed tree 
trunks. 

If no vegetation is present, it is still possible 
that an area may be a wetland based on the 
characteristics of the soil. Areas with high 
seasonal groundwater often have saturated 
soils, which in turn limit the available 
oxygen in the soil and create distinct 
changes in the soil color. 

These soil colors are used by trained 
wetland scientists to identify wetlands even 
if the areas are seasonally dry (such as in 
mid-summer) or if the vegetation has been 
removed or altered (such as lawns or 
recently cleared areas).
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How do I care for my 
wetlands?  

If you own property that includes a wetland consider 
adopting these best management practices to protect 
the wetland and keep the water pristine.  

DO  

• Maintain an unmowed five-foot wide vegetative 
buffer of native plants between any lawn and the 
wetland. (This will prevent any grass clippings and 
pollutants from being swept into the water. Grass 
clippings add to nitrogen load and destructive 
algae bloom in water.)

• Pay special attention to septic systems and 
swimming pools. Septic systems in buffers or 
upland of buffers and wetlands need particular 
care and attention to assure that they are in 
proper working order and functioning. Swimming 
pool chemicals released into wetlands can be fatal 
to a number of aquatic organisms.

• Encourage habitats throughout the wetland and
wetland buffer to support amphibians and 
reptiles. 

• Use native, perennial plants, trees and shrubs
when landscaping.

DO NOT

• Use any fertilizers, pesticides or herbicides –
organic or otherwise – within 100 feet of the 
wetland. (A permit may be obtained from the 
Bedford Wetlands Control Commission under 
special circumstances.)

• Undertake any construction of any size, including 
fencing, within the wetland buffer without a 
permit from the BWCC.

• Alter the inflow or outflow of water from the 
wetland. Fences should never impede wetland
flow or the movement of wetland dependent 
species such as turtles.

• Remove anything, including vegetation, from the 
wetland without a permit from the BWCC.

• Allow animals, such as horses or cattle, to graze 
within a wetland.

Why protect wetlands? 

Wetlands provide a number of benefits to 
the environment, specifically: 

• Wetlands act as natural sponges for
slowing storm waters, thereby reducing
the impact of floods. One acre of wetlands
can hold 330,000 gallons of water when
flooded to a depth of one foot. The water
is then gradually released. A large tree in a
wetland can also remove hundreds to
thousands of gallons of water in a single
day and this is why healthy trees in
wetlands are critically important when
floods occur.

• Less flooding results in substantial
reduction in erosion and reduces the
impact of heavy rain events.

• By gradually releasing water, wetlands
stabilize the distribution of water supplies
through the seasons. By allowing water to
infiltrate back into the soil, wetlands help
replenish the groundwater that supplies
Bedford’s drinking water wells.

• Wetlands have huge filtration capability:
wetland vegetation and soil have a unique
ability to cleanse natural and man-made
pollutants that are washed overland
during storm events. Water leaving a
wetland is often cleaner than the water
entering it.

• Wetlands provide habitat and nurseries
for a variety of wildlife, fish and plants.
Migratory waterfowl depend on our
wetland areas for part of their life cycle.

• Wetlands provide open space and an
opportunity for a living laboratory for
unique scientific, educational and citizen-
based research. Much of the aesthetic
value of the Town of Bedford comes from
open space directly preserved as wetland.

What is the  

Bedford Wetlands  

Control Commission? 

The Bedford Wetlands Control Commission 
consists of five-members, appointed by the 
Town Board for three-year terms, who are 
responsible for implementing the intent of 
Chapter 122, Wetlands, of the Code of the 
Town of Bedford, New York. 

Given the important role of wetlands, the
Bedford Wetlands Control Commission
(BWCC) was established by the Town of 
Bedford in the 1970s. The BWCC is 
responsible for the implementation of the 
Town’s Freshwater Wetlands Protection Law, 
adopted in 1973. The statute, Part 122 of the 
Town Code, is intended to preserve and 
protect the Town’s wetlands and wetland 
buffer so they continue in their natural 
function. 

The BWCC is one of only a few wetland 
commissions or boards in New York State that 
has more than an advisory role and, in addi-
tion, the Commission works closely with other
Town departments, the New York State DEC 
and the New York City DEP to monitor and 
guide any work being conducted in a locally 
regulated wetland area. There are also wet-
lands that are federally and state regulated 
but these regulations do not supersede our 
local regulations. 

Wetlands in our area are 
generally categorized into: 

 Forested wetlands, also known as red
maple swamps in the northeast

 Shrub/scrub wetlands, which do not
have a tree canopy but support thick-
ets of woody shrubs

 Emergent wetlands and marshes,
which have some standing water
throughout the year

 Littoral or fringe wetlands around
lakes and ponds

 Wet meadows, many of which are
associated with agricultural uses such
as pasture land

 Vernal pools, which are isolated wet-
lands that can provide critical habitat
for many amphibians in the spring,
and

 Bogs, which are characterized by
floating-leaved and emergent plants
and areas of open water.
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