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The Town of Bedford has created a public sewer district to provide sewers to the commercial business districts 

of Bedford Hills and Katonah and including the Bedford Park Apartments, Katonah Elementary School and St. 

Mary’s School and Rectory.  The district was formed by a successful referendum of property owners within the 

district in March 2017, with a 94% positive vote and over 80% voter turnout.  

 

Presently, wastewaters in these districts are treated by septic systems and cesspools, many of which are beyond 

their useful life.  Under an agreement in the late 1990s with Northern Westchester municipalities, the New York 

City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) established and funded the East of Hudson Water Quality 

Improvement Program (WQIP) to help finance the cost of wastewater treatment facilities, such as a sewer 

system.   DEP also established a program to upgrade nearby wastewater treatment facilities at Bedford Park 

Apartments in Bedford Hills (BPA), the Katonah Elementary School (KES) and the property of St. Mary of the 

Assumption Church in Katonah (St. Mary’s).  These three sites will also be served by the proposed sewer 

district. 

 

Sewage from these areas will be sent to and treated at the existing wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) at the 

Bedford Hills Correctional Facility operated by the New York State Department of Corrections and Community 

Supervision (DOCCS).  Ownership of this plant will be transferred to the Town. 

 

The Bedford Hills and Katonah business districts lie within the Croton Watershed system of New York City’s 

water supply and are close to the Cross River Reservoir. This focus area has been identified as a Priority Project 

by the Northern Westchester Watershed Committee who have committed to expend WQIP funds for the 

creation of this sewer district.  

 

In addition to concern regarding treatment of wastewater from these areas, property owners within the proposed 

district have expressed concern about the vitality of their businesses, given the restrictions and in many 

instances inability to change or expand uses, such as from a “dry use” to a restaurant.  The DEP has stated that 

change or expansion of use will be possible within the sewer district.  

 

The total capital cost for establishing a new sewer district and building a collection system is estimated at 

$20,459,800.  The Town will receive up to $6,500,000 from Westchester County’s WQIP Funds and up to 

$12,800,000 from DEP. The outside funding totals up to $19,300,000. Therefore, the project costs will be 

funded largely through these sources. Based on the estimated project cost and the outside funding commitments, 

the Town will fund the estimated balance, or $1,200,000, through issuance of sewer bonds. Additional user 

 



 

charge revenue will be required to fund the debt service to repay the sewer bonds and will be based on water 

usage and assessed value. All debt service for this borrowing will be paid for by property owners within the 

sewer district. No cost will be allocated to property owners outside of the sewer district.  

 

The Town has hired Woodard and Curran consulting engineers to design the sewage collection system. As of 

December 2017, the project is in the detailed design phase, with submission to regulatory agencies expected in 

January 2018. The anticipated project schedule is: 

 

 Complete design and regulatory approval  June 2018 

 Receive Bids for Construction Work  August 2018 

 Start Construction    October 2018 

 Complete Construction    April 2020 

 

This is an aggressive schedule, with the intention of providing service to district customers as soon as possible. 

There is the possibility that delays may occur due to regulatory review or other matters beyond the Town’s 

control. 

 

 


